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CircusDanceFestival 2026 
”Come Closer“ 
Saturday 16 to Sunday 31 May 2026 in Cologne 
 
“Come Closer”: Under this motto, the 2026 CircusDanceFestival focuses on the 
interaction between audience and performers and celebrates the experience of 
being right at the heart of the action. This year’s festival edition is dedicated in 
particular to works that deliberately blur the boundaries between stage and 
audience. Over a three-week period from 16 to 31 May, international 
productions from the worlds of contemporary circus and dance will be on show 
in Cologne.  
 
With a total of 50 events and 38 productions from ten countries, this year’s 
edition is the largest yet in the festival’s six-year history. Once again this year, 
the CircusDanceFestival is creating a special spring atmosphere on the green 
festival grounds by the Rhine in Cologne’s Latibul. 
In addition, the festival is extending its stage into the streets of Cologne with 
pop-up performances, particularly during the first weekend of the festival on 16 
and 17 May: In various neighbourhoods, public table tennis tables, underground 
stations, squares and parks will be taken over by circus artists and dancers, 
inviting visitors to experience circus and dance outside the festival grounds.  
In addition to its artistic programme, the CircusDanceFestival is always a space 
for practice, research and the exchange of knowledge relating to contemporary 
circus and its roots in the performing arts. Four campus projects – Come Closer 
Lab, Circus Dance Practices, the Archive Lab and the European project TAKE 
CARE – are being developed in collaboration with local and international artists, 
researchers, universities and archives. 
 
The full programme for the 2026 CircusDanceFestival is available on the festival 
website at https://www.circus-dance-festival.de. Tickets are available at 
https://www.circus-dance-festival.de/en/programme-2026/ 
 
The programme brings together international highlights from the interdisciplinary 

field of contemporary circus and dance – ranging from major guest performances 

at the Depot to new talent showcases on the two 360° outdoor stages. Renowned 

companies and emerging international talents come together here to showcase 

new aesthetic approaches that blend acrobatics, choreography and performance. 

Workshops, discussions and film evenings focusing on contemporary circus, as 

well as the family day ‘Latibul Circus Garden’, round off the programme. There 

will also be two silent DJ sets by Adahsoe and Fabian Laute & Guest. 

 

CircusDanceFestival  
16 to 31 May 2026 in Cologne 
 
FESTIVAL GROUNDS: 
LATIBUL Theater- & 
Zirkuspädagogisches Zentrum 
LATIBUL – Cologne Centre for 
Theatre and Circus Education 
An der Schanz 6  
50735 Köln 
U-18 Boltensternstraße or  
U-13 Slabystraße 
 
 

All information online at: 
www.circus-dance-festival.de 
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Tim Behren, artistic director of the CircusDanceFestival from the very beginning, 

has developed seven themed courses with his team to help the audience navigate 

the wide-ranging programme of this year’s festival.  

These key points are: a participatory interpretation of the festival’s theme ‘Come 

Closer’, international highlights from the worlds of circus and dance, the large 

French ensemble Collectif XY as special guest, a focus on the Spanish region of 

Catalonia, circus films on the big screen, the urban space formats ‘City Pop-ups’ 

on both sides of the Rhine, and ‘Family & Friends’ in the Latibul Circus Garden. 

 

 

The festival’s theme, “Come Closer”  

This year’s festival edition is dedicated to the moments in between: between the 

stage and the auditorium, between the audience and the performers. “Come 

Closer” focuses on pieces in which the audience does not merely observe, but 

becomes part of the artistic situation in various ways – sometimes imperceptibly, 

sometimes openly invitingly, sometimes challengingly – an invitation to be right 

in the thick of it. “Come Closer” explores the boundaries of spectatorship through 

a variety of artistic approaches, including as a collective venture by the French 

Cirque Inextremiste, as a balancing act by the Belgian company Cirque Barbette 

in which the audience itself becomes the counterweight, as a poetic-feminist 

wake-up call by the Catalan artist La Churry, or as a clever game of confusion with 

our perception by the Irish artist Darragh McLoughlin.  

In line with the festival’s theme, the festival has produced its own magazine, 

published by Theater der Zeit, VOICES: “reach out – Contemporary Circus and 

Audience” which explores the relationship between the circus and its audience, 

and the unique potential this holds. 

 

International highlights of circus and dance 

As the festival’s name suggests, the convergence of contemporary circus and 

dance is part of the CircusDanceFestival’s very essence. This year, too, we are 

delighted to welcome renowned artists who are internationally recognised for 

fostering this interdisciplinary dialogue and shaping it artistically. This year’s line-

up includes the French acrobatic collective XY, the duo Jef Everaert & Marica 

Marinoni on the Cyr wheel from Belgium and Italy, and the Cologne-based 

company Overhead Project, which is the festival’s organiser and host. 

In addition, the 360° Open Air Stage will host a total of twelve short pieces by 

young artists over three evenings, all of whom were invited by a jury following an 

open call.  

 

XY: Special Festival Guest  

With a total of up to 50 acrobats, the French ensemble Collectif XY is one of the 

largest in the contemporary circus scene in France and is internationally 

renowned for its large-scale group acrobatics. The company has already 

performed more than 1,500 shows worldwide. XY is featured in a variety of ways 

at this year’s CircusDanceFestival: with an open-air photography exhibition by 

Samuel Buton in a public space, a documentary by Ilka Franzmann at the ARTE 

Cinema film evening, workshops and introductory talks, and – in collaboration 

with Tanz Köln – their performance “Möbius” as an international highlight on 

three evenings at the Depot. 

 



 

 

Catalan Focus  

This year’s festival programme is characterised by close collaboration with artists 

from Catalonia – as part of this year’s Meridian(s) Catalonia-Germany partnership, 

including four Catalan performers on the 360° stage. In addition, Diana Gadish 

brings her clever and heart-warming interactive performance ‘Handle with Care’ 

to the festival site using simple means, whilst the powerful feminist spectacle by 

the clown La Churry represents another striking contribution from Catalonia in 

the festival programme. In one of the festival’s four campus projects, the Come 

Closer Lab, five Catalan artists are joining forces with five local artists from 

Cologne and inviting the audience to get actively involved.  

 

Circus On Screen 

What does the circus look like on the big screen? The CircusDanceFestival 

showcases the circus from unusual cinematic perspectives. In collaboration with 

several international film, dance and circus festivals, the ‘Circus & Film’ 

programme focuses on short circus films featuring unconventional narrative 

styles. A seven-member jury has selected the entries from a global open call. 

Following its premiere in Cologne, the short film programme will tour partner 

festivals across Europe. As part of the ARTE CINEMA film evening, the festival will 

also screen the documentary Der Schwarm, which follows the XY Company during 

rehearsals shortly before the spectacular premiere of Möbius in Barcelona. 

 

City Pop-ups 

The festival also takes place right in the heart of Cologne’s urban landscape. Site-

specific performances – particularly during the first weekend of the festival – offer 

fresh perspectives on architecture and public spaces. With their City Pop-up 

performances, the UNANiM collective and the 101concrete company will be 

performing in various neighbourhoods on both sides of the Rhine. With 

101concrete, the artists visit table tennis tables in various parts of the city, whilst 

UNANiM’s ‘Lower Level’ even takes you underground at Heumarkt. A historical 

walk also leads to places in Cologne where permanent circus structures once 

shaped the city. The Come Closer Lab will be taking place around the CCCC – the 

Centre for Contemporary Circus Creation – in Cologne-Kalk. This brings the circus 

to the city in a new way: decentralised, in the open air and in unusual locations – 

an invitation to rediscover Cologne through the history and present-day world of 

circus and dance.  

 

Family & Friends 

The Latibul Circus Garden is a family day in its own right and a cross-generational 

attraction – a whole day packed with hands-on activities and performances on the 

festival grounds – (almost) entirely free and outdoors. Together with the 

CircusDanceFestival, LATIBUL – Cologne Centre for Theatre and Circus Education 

– invites circus fans of all ages to the festival grounds. It’s a whole day of 

marveling, laughing, trying things out and getting involved. The programme is 

complemented by LATIBUL’s Points of View Cubes on the festival site – open 

spaces for playing, reflecting and sharing ideas. But even beyond the three weeks 

of the festival, there is plenty to discover for all ages, both indoors and outdoors, 

at various venues, many of which are open-air. The age recommendations are 

provided as a guide. The circus remains a wonderful opportunity for a family 

outing or an afternoon with friends: it surprises, is great fun and gets you moving. 



 

 

About the CircusDanceFestival – a unique festival in Germany  

The festival is more than just a temporary venue for contemporary circus and dance; it is 

also a centre for research. This festival in Cologne is always about setting out on a quest 

to discover, time and again, what defines circus as part of the performing arts. Circus is 

examined in terms of its history as a popular art form, as it is deeply rooted in the 

collective memory. The festival explores why this is the case and why it remains such a 

relevant art form, particularly today, in its own publications produced in collaboration 

with the publisher Theater der Zeit. 

 

In addition to the curated main programme, the festival is characterised by regular 
features that return every year and are advertised internationally via open calls with a jury 
selection process. For instance, 360° Circus & Dance presents short pieces – modelled on 
the classic circus act format – which have been specially developed for the open-air 
circular stage with the audience seated all around it under the open sky, and which are 
aimed particularly at young international artists, to provide a platform for recent 
graduates of European circus or dance schools, for example. 
Since its founding in 2019 as a TANZPAKT City-State-Federal project by the Cologne-based 
company Overhead Project (winner of the 2022 Tabori Award from the Performing Arts 
Fund), the festival, under the artistic direction of choreographer Tim Behren and 
managing director Mechtild Tellmann, has been providing significant impetus for the 
recognition of contemporary circus within the performing arts.  
 
 
CircusDanceFestival 2026 
Artistic Director: Tim Behren Production Manager: Luzie Schwarz Production Assistant: 
Veronika Pelz Management, Consultancy, Local PR: Mechtild Tellmann Communications, 
Consultancy, National PR, Media Partners: k3 berlin Technical Director: Bastian Cremer 
International Relations and Conference Curation: Valentina Barone Financial 
Administration: Aileen Berndt Social Media: Jonas Gärtner Graphic Design: 
Papiergestalt/Tobi Bergmann Documentation: Franzi Schardt & Filip Jacobson Video: 
Straßburger Film Design of Festival Site: Malte Garrecht Editor VOICES Magazine: Jenny 
Patschovsky Editorial assistant VOICES Magazine: Joma Langhans Programme Notes: 
Anna Menzel 
 
The CircusDanceFestival was initiated by Overhead Project. 
 
Supported by:   
The Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media, the Ministry of Culture 
and Science of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, the Cultural Office of the City of 
Cologne, the Creative Europe Programme of the European Union, the Assosiaciò de 
Professionales de Circ de Cataluny, and the Ramon Lull Institute.  
 
In cooperation with:   
Latibul – Theatre and Circus Education Centre Cologne, FEDEC, On the Edge – Festival for 
Experimental Circus Arts, Circuscentrum, Circus City, Codarts, Theatre Studies Collection of 
the University of Cologne, Around About Circus, Initiative for Feminist Circus, Sommerblut 
Cultural Festival, Creation Center Contemporary Circus Cologne, International Photo Scene 
Cologne, Centre for Contemporary Dance, tanz Köln, German Dance Archive Cologne, Köln 
Theatre 
 
Solidarity Networks:   
Bridgeworks, Trapas  
 
Media Partnerships:  
ARTE, choices, Känguru, Kulturservice Köln, Kulturwest, Mit Vergnügen, rausgegangen, 
Stadtrevue, tanz, Theater der Zeit 


