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CircusDanceFestival 2026

It’s that time of year again! Under the motto “Come Closer”, the 
CircusDanceFestival focuses on the relationship between audience 
and performers and celebrates being right at the heart of the 
action. 

From 16 to 31 May, the biggest edition of the festival to date will 
bring international contemporary circus and dance to Cologne, 
with 50 events and 38 productions from ten countries. 

“Come Closer” is all about connection: shared experiences, fleeting 
moments and unexpected encounters – a festival programme 
designed to inspire playful empathy, reflection and shared laughter.  

To kick things off on 16 and 17 May, the festival takes to the city 
with its City Pop-Ups: performers suddenly appear – at table tennis 
tables in neighbourhoods, in parks and in underground stations. 

From 21 May, a packed programme will then begin at the festival 
site in Latibul on the Rhine, featuring performances in the circus 
tents, open-air events and two 360° stages. 

In addition to the performances, the venue offers a bar, coffee 
bar, street food and plenty of space to relax. The programme 
is accompanied by a photography exhibition, workshops, 
discussions, circus films, DJ sets and the LatibulCircusGarden 
Family Day. 

During the final week of the festival, further guest performances will 
take place at various venues across the city as well as at the Depot. 

Come closer! 
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Four campus projects are interwoven with the festival programme 
and invite the audience to gain insights into practice, research 
and knowledge exchange.

Campus Projects

Archive Lab
Archives, Traces & History(ies)
May 21th  | Circus buildings in Cologne – City Walk
May 22th | Campus Walk-In – Talk

Circus Dance Practices
Practical research between circus and dance
May 23th | Campus Session – Performance
May 30th | Campus Into the City – Performance

Come Closer Lab
Catalonia-Cologne Exchange Laboratory
May 27. + 28th | �Campus Inter-Actions – Interactive Performance

Take Care – EU Project
Mental health in the circus arts 
May 22th | Campus Walk-In – Talk
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Our formats, which we have continuously developed and refined 
over the years, offer a wide range of perspectives on circus and 
dance – through dialogue with film, on the 360° circular stage, in 
exhibitions and at our Family Day.

Specials

Photography exhibition
Les Voyages / Collectif XY von Samuel Buton
May 21th | Opening (open to the public until October)

-Cinema
Documentary film about Collectif XY
May 22th

Circus & Film
International short films
May 23. + 24th

360°-Circus & Dance
International short performances
May 22., 23. + 24th

LATIBUL CircusGarden
Family Day
May 24th | 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

© Samuel Buton © Kallo Collective
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City Pop-ups  Urban space

On table tennis tables in various neighbourhoods 
and at Heumarkt underground station 

 60 min.15:00 ENTRE DEUX
101concrete (DE)

 60 min.17:00 LOWER LEVEL
UNANiM (DE)

May   |   Saturday16
 60 min.ENTRE DEUX

101concrete (DE)
11:00

 60 min.15:00 ENTRE DEUX
101concrete (DE)

May   |   Sunday17
 60 min.ENTRE DEUX

101concrete (DE)
11:00

ENTRE DEUX © Jonas ZeidlerLOWER LEVEL © Sira Pereira
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May   |   Thursday21  Festival site

OFFICIAL OPENING
mit Intervention von La churry (CAT)

18:00  90 min.

17:30 OPENING PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
XY Collectif / Samuel Buton (FR)

 30 min.

DAMOCLES
Cie Inextremiste (FR)

20:00  50 min.

21:00 STICKMAN
Darragh McLoughlin (IE)

 45 min.

22:00 SILENT DJ*SET
Adahsoe (DE)

 120 min.

 90 min.CITY WALK 
Atelier Grit (CH)

14:00

  WITH TICKET     
All other events are free of charge, some of which 
require registration. Further information about the 
programme can be found on our website:  
www.circus-dance-festival.de

 Urban space

PROGRAMME



May   |   Friday22

DAMOCLES
Cie Inextremiste (FR)

20:00  50 min.

360° CIRCUS & DANCE I
International short performances

18:30  60 min.

WORKSHOP
La churry (CAT)

10:00  4 hrs.

WORKSHOP
XY Collectif (FR)

10:00  4 hrs.

10:30 WORKSHOP
Mohammed Ech-Charquaouy (MA/FR)

 90 min.

IFC-STIPENDIUM
Tana Onochie (DE)

16:00  90 min.

17:45 CAMPUS WALK-IN
Take Care & Archive Lab

 30 min.

21:00 WOOOOOW!
La churry (CAT)

 50 min.

22:15 THE SWARM
-cinema / XY Collectif

 60 min.

 CCCC

 Festival site



May   |   Saturday23

HANDLE WITH CARE
Diana Gadish (CAT)

14:00  40 min.

CAMPUS SESSION
Circus Dance Practices 

15:00  30 min.

MEET-UP
Initiative feministischer Circus (DE)

15:00  60 min.

REACH OUT – ZIRKUS UND PUBLIKUM
VOICES Talk

11:00  90 min.

WORKSHOP
Liza van Brakel (NL)

10:30  90 min.

360° CIRCUS & DANCE II
International short performances

16:00  60 min.

TU SENS LA TERRE BOUGER?
Cirque Barbette (BE)

17:00  50 min.

PING-PONG-PARTY
with DJ*Set

18:30  120 min.

IN DIFFERENCE
Jef Everaert & Marica Marinoni (BE/IT)

21:00  60 min.

22:15 CIRCUS & FILM
International short films

 60 min.

WHAT IS LEFT
Overhead Project (DE)

19:00  60 min. Depot

 Festival site



May   |   Sunday24

11 a.m. – 6 p.m.  LATIBUL CIRCUS GARDEN – Family Day

HANDLE WITH CARE
Diana Gadish (CAT)

11:00  40 min.

TU SENS LA TERRE BOUGER?
Cirque Barbette (BE)

14:30  50 min.

360° CIRCUS & DANCE III
Catalan short performances

18:30  60 min.

IN DIFFERENCE
Jef Everaert & Marica Marinoni (BE/IT)

20:00  60 min.

SILENT LIVE*SET
Fabian Laute & Guest (DE)

22:30  120 min.

 60 min.CIRCUS & FILM
International short films

21:15

WORKSHOP
Initiative feministischer Circus (DE)

11:30  2 hrs.

UNNECESSARY VIOLENCE
Compagnie Hëin? (DE)

13:30  30 min.

MECHANICAL MUSIC
Kira & Anders (DE)

15:30  30 min.

OPEN STAGE
Young Stars (DE)

16:30  30 min.

FINALE: 1000 GESICHTER
Overhead Project & Latibul (DE)

17:30  30 min.

WIBBELSTETZ
Zirkus Wibbelstetz (DE)

12:30  30 min.

 Festival site



 100 min.19:30 MÖBIUS  |  XY Collectif (FR)

May   |   Sunday31  Depot

 60 min.16:00 CAMPUS INTER-ACTIONS
Come Closer Lab

May   |   Wednesday27

 60 min.16:00 CAMPUS INTER-ACTIONS
Come Closer Lab

May   |   Thursday28

 100 min.19:30 MÖBIUS  |  XY Collectif (FR)
 30 min.18:30 MOVING INTRODUCTION with Lucia Nordhoff

 30 min.15:00 CAMPUS INTO THE CITY

May   |   Saturday30  Depot

 100 min.19:30 MÖBIUS  |  XY Collectif (FR)
 20 min.19:00 INTRODUCTION with Tim Behren

May   |   Friday29  Depot

MÖBIUS by XY Collectif © Christophe Raynaud De Lage

 CCCC

 CCCC
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© CircusDanceFestival, 2026

LATIBUL – CircusDanceFestival
An der Schanz 6, 50735 Köln

 18 › Boltensternstraße
 13 › Slabystraße

Schauspiel Köln / Depot
Schanzenstraße 6-20, 51063 Köln

 4 › Keupstraße

STADTMAGAZIN FÜR FAMILIEN IN KÖLN BONN

Media Partners
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