
 

 

Open Call | CircusDanceFestival 2027 

Circus & Film: International Circus Shorts 

 

 
What does circus look like through the camera lens and on the screen? This we want to 
know from you and we are excited to see what new artistic forms are emerging 
internationally when contemporary circus meets the medium of film. 
 
Submit your short film until October 25th 2026. 
 
A selection of 5-7 films will be showcased as one programme of shorts, at 
CircusDanceFestival. 
 
To strengthen the visibility of circus films, encourage artists to further explore film as an 
artistic medium, and inspire festivals to integrate film programmes into their programming, we 
have founded the Circus & Film Network. 
The network currently brings together Dynamo Workspace (DK) & OFF – Odense 
International Film Festival (DK), Dinamico Festival (IT), FLIC Circus School (IT), Circus 
Kolektiv (HR), Short Waves Film Festival (PL), Carnaval Lublin (PL), Circus City (UK) and 
associate member Moovy Dance Film Festival (DE). 
 
The members of the Circus & Film Network constitute the jury and have the opportunity to 
present the selected programme at their festival following the Launch of the programme at 
CircusDanceFestival in Cologne. 
In addition, all network members have access to the full longlist of submitted films. The idea 
is to create further opportunities for artists working in this field beyond the final selection: 
Network members may discover films and filmmakers they would like to present in their own 
programmes and can contact the respective artists directly. 
 
The purpose of the cooperation as a network is to strengthen the visibility and appreciation of 
contemporary circus and its artistic dialogue with film. Through Circus & Film, 
CircusDanceFestival and the network partners aim to provide a shared platform for 
showcasing innovative works, supporting artists, and encouraging exchange within the 
international circus and film community. 

 
CircusDanceFestival is the initiator of the format, coordinates Circus & Film network, 
organising the jury and its meetings. The selection for the Circus & Film programme 
premieres each year at CircusDanceFestival. 
 
What we are searching for 

We are looking for short films up to maximum about 20 minutes. We are particularly looking 

for contributions from the field of circus. Hybrid forms are welcome.  
Open Calls for dance films already exist at various other occasions.  
 
Film proposals by women, LGBTQIA+, BIPOC and people with disability or a refugee or 

migration background are explicitly welcome. 

 

 

 



 

 

What we are not searching for 

Live-stream recordings of stage works, non-professional video or film footage, as well as 

films or works that focus exclusively on the COVID-19 pandemic or lockdown period, are not 

eligible. 
 

Technical Info: 

• The submitted film works must be in high quality or HD. 

• The film works will be presented on a large format LED or film screen and presented 

(in Cologne) with silent headphones for the audience. 

• If language is an important part of the work, subtitles in English should be provided 

 

Fee 

• Each selected film will receive a fixed fee of €50 per presenting festival within the 

network. 

 

Conditions  

• By submitting your application, you confirm that, if selected, your film may be 

presented as part of the Circus & Film programme at CircusDanceFestival and 

subsequently tour to participating festivals within the network. 

• Unfortunately, selection does not currently include an invitation or travel support for 

the filmmaker or crew. At this stage, we do not have the financial resources to cover 

these costs. 

• Nevertheless, all selected filmmakers and crews are very welcome to join the launch 

of the Final Selection in Cologne. At present, we are unable to cover travel or 

accommodation costs for Cologne. However, we are happy to support you in finding 

low-cost or private accommodation and can provide letters of support for embassies 

or national funding bodies that might provide you with specific travel grants. 

• For the future, we are working on finding additional funding to invite selected 

filmmakers in person. Our aim is to create opportunities for discussions and 

workshops and to further develop the field of circus & film. 

 
Please email your submission until Sunday October 25th 2026 (24:00) through the following 

form: Application form 

(https://forms.gle/2ATwCF56SPcqyvDW6  

 
We will come back with the results of the selection to you until December 15 th 2026 
 

Info about the festival: www.circus-dance-festival.de  

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out via: info@circus-dance-festival.de 

 

We are excited and looking forward to your proposals! 
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